FIVE TOP TIPS

1.Start early

2.Know how to choose colleges

3.Take the tests seriously

4.Understand the finances

5.Spend enough time on the application
essays

FREE RESOURCES

View webinars on applications at:
www.theuniversityguys.com/usa-
applications-webinar-recording-january-

2020/

Articles and podcasts on all aspects of
applications to the USA (and Canada and
Europe) at:
www.theuniversityguys.com/knowledge

DID YOU KNOW...

The Ivy League is not an academic term, but refers to
a sports competition. A large number of the highest-
ranked and most selective universities are NOT in
the lvy League.

The US has two different sets of rankings, for

universities and for colleges:

e https//www.usnews.com/best-
colleges/rankings/national-universities

e https//www.usnews.com/best-
colleges/rankings/national-liberal-arts-colleges
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UNI IN THE USA

Applying to universities in the USA is a completely different process to applying to
universities in the UK or Europe.

With the likelihood of having to take different tests, matching your academic and
cultural preferences to universities with vastly differing curriculums, student bodies
and values, and a vast array of choice with many universities more selective than
Oxbridge (even beyond the Ivy League), it's important to plan ahead for US
applications.

www.theuniversityguys.com
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e ST S UNIVERSITY TIMELINE

GUYS

AUTUMN Y12 SPRING Y12 SUMMER Y12 AUTUMN Y13

Build your college list

Meet with colleges or connect
via email

SAT / ACT preparation

Visit colleges in the USA

Request references and
school materials

Take SAT, ACT and subject
tests

Work on essays and
application portals

HOW DO | GET STARTED?

Rather then getting straight into the tests, it's important to work out what kind of
university a student might want (and be suited to). Starting out with 'we want the Ivy
League'is unlikely to meet with success, given the significant differences between
the Ivy League universities.

The US-UK Fulbright Commission, College Board and Education USA have a variety of
free resources available:

http://www.fulbright.org.uk/going-to-the-usa/undergraduate
https://educationusa.state.gov/your-5-steps-us-study
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
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